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gave  him  aX engagement  signed  by , himself   and  his    CHAP.

a gold leaf, together with handsome presents
fpr .tk'e King of Portugal ; Vasco da Gama at the same
--"time gave the King a handsome sword on behalf of
Dom Manoel. After distributing presents to the King's
ministers, and the exchange of courtesies generally, Vasco
da Gama prepared to depart ; but he first dismissed the
broker Davane, giving him at the same time very liberal
presents and a certificate of his honesty and faithfulness.
Having received at the last moment further presents of
provisions from the King, Vasco da Gama sailed from
Cananor on the 20th November, 1498.

The  intention of Vasco da Gama  had been to steer

straight for Melinde, but the wind having dropped as the

ships got out to sea, he steered again for the land and

anchored off Anjediva* for some days.   News soon spread

to the mainland that the Portuguese vessels   were in a

bay of   that island, and   Timoja,   a pirate,   sent   some

boats disguised in the hope of capturing them; but having

"been warned of his intentions by some fishermen, Vasco

da Gama fired at them before they got near his ships,

and they thereupon separated  and  made for the coast.

Sabayo, the King of Goa, having also heard of the near

presence  of the   Portuguese  vessels,   sent  to  them    a

Grenadine Jew, who was his captain-major at sea, with

some boats, with the view, if possible, of bringing them

to Goa.    His intentions were, however, discovered to the

Portuguese by some of the fishermen to whom they had

shown great liberality; and not only was the Jew, with

many of his men, captured, but all his boats were taken

and most of the crews surprised and sjain.    The Jew was

detained on  board  one of  the  vessels, and  afterwards

Ji^pame a Catholic, being baptized by the name of Gaspar

Gama.    Having taken in water, the Portuguese ships

Anjediva lies off the coast of North,     ancient Greek merchant ships used to

:a.   It is believed to have been     meet before entering1 on the more fer-

to the  Greeks by the name     tile   shores of Kanara  and Malabar.

"' and that it was here where the     The island is mentioned by Ibn Eatuta .